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Annual Meeting
and Dinner

Social hour and dinner followed by a general
membership meeting

Monday, November 4, 2019
6:00 – SOCIAL HOUR
6:30 – DINNER
7:00 – MEETING

Complimentary Newsletter
If you are receiving our newsletter for the first
time, The Friends of Rib Mountain State Park
hope you enjoy this complimentary copy.
Please consider joining us to help maintain Rib
Mountain State Park as the special place it is
for area families to enjoy the outdoors.

In the new Friends Gathering Space
in Rib Mountain State Park
FOOD & REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED

Concerts
in the Clouds

2019
Saturday, June 22
Harmonious Wail
Saturday, July 20
New Orleans Hothouse
Jazz (moved to Oct 6 due
to July 20 power loss)

Upcoming events…

2020 again brings the Rib Mt State Park...

Friends of Wisconsin
State Park Awards

Snowshoe Hikes

Saturday, Nov 9, 2019
3-6:30pm
Mosinee Brewing Co.
$20.00 Cost
Register by October 28th
See a Board Member
for details

Saturday, Aug 10
Becky Schlegel

Thanks to
major sponsor
Bone and Joint Clinic, to
Granite Peak Ski Area for
rain backup, and
Marathon County Farm
Bureau for sweet ice
cream treats.
2020 Concert dates:
June 27
July 18
August 8

Luminary Hike
Saturday, Nov 9, 2019
6-8 pm
At the Friends Shelter
The Hike Committee is
sponsoring this hike as part
of their Second Saturday
series. What could be
better than candlelight by
moonlight? But we suggest
bringing a headlamp or
flashlight as backup.

The Friends invite you to explore Rib Mountain State
Park on snowshoes at our 2020 Candlelight hikes, set for
two Saturdays, Jan 18 and Feb 15 from 6-8:00 pm. There
is no cost to participate, though donations to cover costs
are welcome. And of course there will be hot chocolate
and goodies. Start at the Friends Gathering Space, just
past the Park office. Thanks to snowshoe loans from Joel
Braatz the hikes allow you to try it out without having to
buy snowshoes. Some snowshoes will be available to
borrow but we suggest you bring your own or rented
snowshoes if available. A park annual or daily admission
sticker is required. Parking is limited, so please consider
carpooling if possible.
For more info or if weather threatens, check the Friends’
website at www.ribmountain.org, or call 715-842-2522.

 Karen Graff, Jodi and Shawn Morgan, Co-Chairs

2020 Hikes (tentative)
1/18
2/15
3/14
4/11
May

candlelight snowshoe
candlelight snowshoe
group hike
group hike
wildflower hike

6/13
7/11
Aug
Sept
10/10
11/14
12/12

birding hike
group hike
history hike
ecology hike
fall colors hike
luminary hike
group hike

Fall 2019

P A R K R EP OR T
With heavy snow early this year and rainy
summer it seems as if it has been a down year
at Rib Mountain. However, people still want to
get out and experience what Rib Mountain has
to offer from our fantastic views to the hiking
trails or just to enjoy nature we have been just
as busy this year as in past years. As you may
know we are in a transition phase for our
reservations of the amphitheater and open-air
shelters. Visitors wishing to utilize these
facilities can now make reservations on-line or
over the phone by contacting CAMIS our new
reservation vendor. The use and reservations
of the Northern Vista Shelter were about 3 or
4 times what we have seen in past years. Of
course none of what we do is not possible
without the wonderful staff, volunteers and of
course the Friends of Rib Mountain. We
cannot thank you enough for all you do to help
provide our visitors a wonderful experience
upon their visit. THANK YOU!!
 Bill Bursaw, Property Manager
parkoffice@ribmountain.org

FROM THE PRESIDENT
Welcome to the Annual Meeting for the Friends
of Rib Mountain State Park. First, let me
introduce myself: My name is Randy Falstad. I
retired seven years ago as Conservation Warden
from the DNR. I am married and have one son
who is attending UW-Madison. This is my second
stint as a Board Member. I had served on the
Board many years ago and then left the Board. I
returned to the Board in 2018 and was elected
President in 2019.
My initial impressions, after serving as President
for about eight months, is how overwhelmed I am
with the dedication of the members of your
Board and other volunteers that make the
Friends group what it is. Members such as Steve
Kaiser, Sheryl Hemp and Dennis Rosiak who have
developed a wonderful Web Site (if you haven’t
checked it out … please do), and the Concert
Committee who made it possible for three great
concerts this summer and fall. Karen Graff and
Jodi and Shawn Morgan have planned our
snowshoe hikes as well as Steve Kaiser and Wes
Ebert who have led our “second Saturday” hikes.
And to Board Member, Kevin Keeffe, and his
team of volunteers who have managed and
operated the Concession Stand for 17 years. For
the work that Scott Wegner does to balance our
books and take care of all our grant work, and to
Karen Graff for her work as Secretary and all the
planning and work she puts into the group meals.
And finally, those Board Members and volunteers
that have responded to requests to help with
clean-up efforts, parking lot improvements and
tree removal this past summer. If you’d like to
get involved with any of our volunteer projects,
please see a Board Member or check the Web
site. We will get you involved and sincerely
appreciate your help.
Thanks for a great 2019.
 Randy Falstad, President
president@ribmountain.org

THANK YOU
TOP OF THE RIB
CONCESSION STAND

For support and funding of Friends of Rib
Mountain 2019 programs and projects:
Dudley Foundation
Ed and Micki Koth Fund
Community Foundation of North Central WI
Community Enhancement Grant
State of Wisconsin Stewardship Grants
Anonymous Top of the Rib
concessions customers
Anonymous Concerts in the Clouds
patrons and supporters
Bone and Joint Clinic
Marathon County Farm Federation
Granite Peak Ski Area
Advanced Mailing Technology
Mid Wisconsin Beverage

Thanks to Mary Friederichs, Enid Krueger, Karen Graff,
Connie and Dennis Roziak, Vonnie Siewert, and many
other volunteers for a fun 2019 at the Top of the Rib. Just
in are new colors in t-shirts and sweats with the Friends
logo. You’ll aslo find a cool metal Rib Mountain hiking
medallion along with a magnet version for the
refrigerator, fun items for the kids, as well as the snacks,
beverages, ice cream and popcorn you’ve come to know
and love.
Gift items are available
in the park office when
concessions are closed
in another of the many
cooperative
arrangements the
Friends have with park
staff.

Families who helped in
playground planning:
Angie Conklin
Liesle Dille and Bennett Markevitch
Leslie and Ella Keeffe
Julia and Troy Salzman
William and Abby Wogernese

MEMBERSHIP
Please check your membership status as
your dues are very important to the
financial stability of the Friends.
Membership expiration year was noted on
the annual meeting postcard notice address
label. If your dues expired in 2018 or
before, the postcard will be your last
mailing unless you update your status. We
will have a table set up and will be taking
dues payments at the annual meeting.

FRIENDS PLAYGROUND PROJECT
Currently the Friends organization is
raising funds for a reconstruction of
the playground in the upper park
area near the observation tower and
Friends concession shop. The existing
equipment, installed over 40 years
ago had fallen into disrepair, and
consequently much of it has been
removed. The new playground will
provide for younger children a safe
and enjoyable alternative to other
park play options.

have the opportunity to contribute
time and energy to this exciting park
addition.

The design chosen will fit entirely in
the existing playground footprint,
with optional future expansion just to
the north. The design and placement
of equipment will take advantage of
the site’s Northward view of the
Wausau area, and thinning of some
vegetation will further enhance the
view for playground users.

Donations can be made out to
“Friends of Rib Mt” with a note on
your check for “playground”, which
can be mailed to:

Installation is expected early next
season, and Friends members will

Stop by when you’re in
the park - We think
you’ll be impressed.
Thanks also go out to Miah Medina and Lillian Xiong for
their fantastic jobs as our summer student interns.
We all look forward to seeing you next spring…



FRIENDS COMMITTEE WORK
Hike Committee - Well, 2019 hikes didn't start off
the way we had hoped, with both candlelight snowshoe
hikes getting cancelled due to the weather… but that
will make them all the more enjoyable in 2020,
right?! We had a great time with the wildflower,
history, ecology, fall colors, autumn luminary, and
group hikes during the rest of the year! The hike
committee has had fun considering new events to offer
and in giving a few a shot. We hope we'll find a few
additional staples to offer periodically and keep
everyone coming back for more fun on the trails!

Web Committee - The Web Committee is excited
to report that in 2019 we've continued to build out our
new website and supporting content, have done
training on how to manage the website, and began
using shared file storage. We also just began using a
volunteer signup software as a tool to help coordinate
events and activities. There are quite a few solutions
we use to do our business and identifying the benefits
of each, using them as such, and configuring them
together has been a major focus in 2019.
 Steve Kaiser - Vice President
vp@ribmountain.org

Kevin Keeffe top@ribmountain.org
Membership Form

Friends of Rib Mountain State Park
149801 State Park Road
Wausau WI 54401
For more information contact:
Kevin Keeffe at 715-848-1191
or kevin@ribmountain.org

Support the Friends with an Endowment Donation
Support the work of the Friends of Rib Mountain State Park by making a donation today to the
Friends of Rib Mountain State Park Fund at the Community Foundation. Your gift today helps
grow our endowment fund as an investment for the future.
At the end of 2018, our fund balance was just over $33,000. We have a goal of reaching
$50,000 before we begin to use a portion of the annual earnings from the fund to help fund
various activities at the park including a broad range of nature programs and outdoor activities,
or perhaps even a part-time naturalist.
Your donation of $25, $50, $100, $250, or whatever amount you feel comfortable giving, will
benefit the park and park visitors for years to come.
Checks for the endowment fund should be made payable to:
Community Foundation of Northcentral Wisconsin,
500 1st St, Suite 2600, Wausau, WI 54403
and please specify “Friends of Rib Mountain State Park Fund”

FRIENDS OF
RIB MOUNTAIN
STATE PARK
Board of Directors
Randy Falstad ........................ President
Steve Kaiser................... Vice President
Scott Wegner.........................Treasurer
Karen Graff..............................Secretary
Sandi Cihlar, Wes Ebert,
Russ Graveen, Sheryl Hemp,
Greg Huber, Kevin Keeffe,
Dennis Roziak, Joe Wachtel

Web Site
The latest information on the
Friends of Rib Mountain can be
found on our web site:
www.ribmountain.org
Facebook ... @ribfriends
For membership information:
info@ribmountain.org
Friends of Rib Mountain State Park, Inc.
149801 State Park Road
Wausau WI 54401

